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Abstract

In the present work a new gamma type distribution is obtained which involves a confluent
hypergeometric function of the second kind. A generalized form of the incomplete gamma function and its
complementary are introduced to obtain some statistical functions. The associated statistical functions
with the probability density function are deduced such as the k-moment, expect value, risk function,
half-life function and other special cases.
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of the second kind.

Una distribución generalizada tipo gamma
que involucra la función hipergeométrica confluente

de segunda clase

Resumen

En el presente trabajo se obtiene una nueva distribución tipo gamma que involucra a la función hi-
pergeométrica confluente de segunda clase. Una forma generalizada de la función gamma incompleta y su
forma complementaria son introducidas para obtener algunas funciones estadísticas. Se deducen las
funciones estadísticas asociadas con la función de densidad de probabilidad, tales como el k-ésimo mo-
mento, el valor esperado, la función de riesgo y la función de vida media, y otros casos especiales.

Palabras clave: Distribución generalizada, tipo gamma incompleta, función hipergeométrica
confluente de segunda clase.

Introduction

A new class of functions were introduced
and developed by Virchenko [1, 2], which may be
called �-hypergeometric and �-confluent hyper-
geometric functions. Those functions are natural
generalizations of classical hypergeometric func-
tions. Agarwal and Kalla [3] have defined a gener-
alized gamma function distribution derived from
a generalized Kobayashi gamma function [4],

which is a confluent hypergeometric function of
the second kind.

A unified form of gamma type distribution,
was given by Kalla and others [5] based on the
generalized gamma function defined by
Al-Musallan and Kalla [6, 7].

Recently A. Al-Zamel [8] has introduced a
new gamma type distribution involving the �-con-
fluent hypergeometric function and has dis-
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cussed some basic functions associated with the
distribution.

In this paper, we present first some proper-
ties of �-hypergeometric function and the hyper-
geometric confluent function of the second kind
and we also define a generalized form of the in-
complete gamma function and its complemen-
tary. Moreover a density function asociated with
the hypergeometric function of second kind is de-
fined. The gamma, generalized gamma, Weibull
and another type of gamma incomplete distribu-
tion are obtained as particular cases of the den-
sity generalized function. Some properties asso-
ciated with the density function and other fre-
quently used functions such as the k-th moment,
risk function, life time are derived.

The gamma function is defined [9], as fol-
lows:

�( )a e t dtt a� � ��� 1
0

, where Re( )a � 0. (1)

The incomplete gamma function and the
complementary gamma function are defined as
follows:

	( , )a x e t dtt ax
� � �� 1

0
, where Re( )a � 0, (2)

�( , )a x e t dtt a� � ��� 1
0

, where Re( )a � 0 (3)

A special case of the function p q
 was given
by Galué [10]. This function is defined by
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The confluent hypergeometric is defined [9]
as follows:
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Pochhammer symbol.
The confluent hypergeometric function of

second kind is defined by [9]
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The integral representation of U a c x( ; ; ) is
given by [9]

U a c x
a

e t t dtxt a c a( ; ; )
( )

( )� �� � � ���
1

11 1
0�

,

a � 0, c � 0, c �12, ,� (7)

The functionU a c x( ; ; ) satisfied the following
recurrency relations and differential formulas

U a c x aU a c x U a c x( ; ; ) ( ; ; ) ( ; ; )� � � �1 1 , (8)

( ) ( ; ; ) ( ; ; ) ( ; ; )c a U a c x U a c x xU a c x� � � � �1 1 (9)

Generalized gamma function

By using the confluent hypergeometric
function of the second kind given in (6), we define
the following incomplete generalized gamma
function as:

�
� �	 �

�

w
pxw

p a c v x e U a c vx dx( , ; ; ; ) ( ; ; )� � �� 1
0

(10)

where x � 0, �� 0, p� 0, a and c are arbitrary
constants.

In the same way the complementary gener-
alized gamma function is given by:

�
� ��

�

�w
px

w
p a c v x e U a c vx dx( , ; ; ; ) ( ; ; )� � ��� 1 , (11)

where x � 0, �� 0, p� 0, a and c are arbitrary
constants.

Some particular cases of the equations (10)
and (11) are
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The generalized incomplete gamma func-
tion can be written as a classic series of the in-
complete gamma function. Using (10), (6) and (5),
then solving the integrals we obtain
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We obtain the recurrence formulas to the
generalized incomplete gamma function and the
generalized complementary gamma function us-
ing the relation (8) and (9),

� �	 � 	 �w wp a c v p a c v( , ; ; ; ) ( , ; ; ; )� � �1
a p a c vw�	 �( , ; ; ; )�1 . (17)
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( ) ( , ; ; ; )a c p a c vw� � �� . (18)

Probability density function

In this case, we use the confluent hyper-
geometric function of the second kind to define
the probability density function as follows (see
equation (19) below) (Figure 1), where �, �, p� 0,
�, v, p are constants such as 0� �v p, c �1,
c Z$ and a, 1� � $ �a c Z .
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Another way to represent (22) is using the
equation (4) of the p q x
 ( ), which gives:

x e U a c vx dx

c p

px� �
�

�

� �

� �

� ��� �  1
0

( ; ; )

( )sen

% � %

� ��

A p a c v B p a c v

p a c c ac

( , , , , , ) ( , , , , , )

( ) ( ) (

� � � �
1 1� � � ) ( )� 2�

�

�


�

�
�

c

where

Rev. Téc. Ing. Univ. Zulia. Vol. 33, No. 2, 2010

A gamma type distribution involving a confluent hypergeometric function of the second kind 171

f x
c p a c c a c x e

c px

( )
( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

�
� � �

� � � �� �
�

� �sen
1 11 2� � � �

& '

� �

� � � � �

U a c vx

A p a c v B p a c v

( ; ; )

( , , , , , ) ( , , , , , )�
; x ( 0 f x( ) �0; x � 0. (19)



% �A p a c v( , , , , , )� �

p c c
a

c

v

p
c1

2 12
1 1

1

� �
�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�




�

�

�
�

� �( ) ( )
( , ), , ;

( , );



�

� , (23)

% �B p a c v( , , , , , )� �

v c c
a c c

c

c1
2 12

1 1 11

2 1

� �
� � � �

�

�
�

�

�
�

�
� �( ) ( )

( , ), , ;

( , );



�

�
v

p

�

�




�

�

�
�
.

(24)

It follows that

f x dx( ) �
�� 1
0

and therefore f x( ) is a probability density func-
tion [19].

Furthermore, it is inmediately that
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Some special cases of the density function
f x( ), are:

1) Settingv � �� 1in the equation (19), (see
equation (25) below).

2) If v �0 in the equation (19), gives:
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which (26) may be called the generalized Weibull
density function.

3) Let � �� in (26), we get the following form
of f x( ):

f x px e px( ) � � �� � �1 . (27)

4) If � �1, in (26),

f x
p x e px

( )
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�
, x � 0; p� �� 0. (28)

Statistical functions

In this section we present the basic statisti-
cal functions associated with the density func-
tion defined in (19).

k-th moment

%*k is the k-th moment about the origin of
the continuous real random variable x (for sim-
plicity beginning from this point we change the
notation X by x) with density function f x( ) given
by:
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Figure 1. Representation of f x( ) for values
of the parameters.
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Using f x( ) given in (19), with the conditions
stated for the convergence, we find from the den-
sity function defined in (19) that the k-th moment
is
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where A and B are given by the relations (20) and
(21), respectively
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Putting k �1in (30) gives the mean:
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Expected value

Let 
( )x be a function of a continuous
randon variable x with the density function f x( )
of (19), the expected value 
( )x is denoted by
E x[ ( )]
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and depend on the functions in the predetemined
interval. In this case it can also be interpreted as
an integral transform of the density function f x( )
with respect to the kernel 
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A and B are given by the relations (20) and
(21), respectively.

The moment generating function is given by
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Setting � �1in (36), we have
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spectively.

Risk function

The risk function (failure rate) h x( ) is given
by

h x
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and F x( ) is the cumulative density function,
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It is obvious that the survival function is in
this case (see equation (42) below)

A particular case results when v �0 in the
risk function which is obtained from the density
f x( ) of (19)
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Setting, � � �p 1we obtain the correspond-
ing result for the density gamma function
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The mean life function

For a continuous random real variable x
with density function f x( ) the mean life function
is defined as
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Replacing (42) in (45) and using the results
of the last integrals we get
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For v �0 we obtain the following mean life
function of the generalized density Weibull func-
tion in (26). It then follows that:
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